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PRINCE WILLIAM, IN COLONIAL DAYS.

A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR
LOCAL HISTORY.

T LONG VANISHED TOWN: OF COLCHES-

TER ON THE 0CCOQU N RIVER. " o

BY W. H. SNOWDEN.
[CONTINUED FROM LiST WEEK.]

- the few years of the troubles
French and Indians the pro-

" Cvicherter was slow, but. the

' prosperity came again with the

- «f peace. The colonies of set-
«.oig the Shenandoah and the
<~ beyond., now secure in their

ens and pursuite were aug-

I by large accessions of German
< ther immigrants; and the over-
“rade by the great roads leading to
Vertal and Ashby’s gaps
more than ever before.
"~ vame and went with their oargoes,

“fo-town expanded and grew into

‘lince as 4 port of entry and trad-

“rier. The '*General Assembly”
" Jauthorized the court.of Fairfax

2t build and completely fur-

- uiany strong. close substantial

-~ ~ a3 shall be sufficient to contaiu

‘i tebacco coming to Colchester
“apection.””

R M-

Coaned

~Lester wus the great highway

-t read”” from Baltimore to Fred-
-hurz and other important points

south-rn tidewater region, and:

-0 nld advertisement giving the

¢ :ie uf stage coach travel at the be-
- of the present century: <

-+ Line From Baltimore to Righ-

~—Tke traveling public is in-

i thatstages leave Baltimoredailv

‘1 Arrive at Colohester in Vir-

- “bv suiue evening before dark, 66

lvave Colchester8 a. m., arrive

- i+te Chiwneys, Hanover county,

dutk, 70 miles. Leave White

“oetwts. 3 a.m, and arrive at Rich-

Sor¥ as m. 30 miles. Returning

<< .ivhiond 8 a.m., arrive at Bowl-

vL. same evening—47 miles.

-tuwling Green 3a. rn and arrive:

- -udria by dark—73 miles. Leave
~irla at 3a. m. and arrive at
by 2 p.om.” g
“~i Nuthaniel Twining was, by an
- thv general assembly, granted
~ud exclusive right of convey-
-~ =gers between Alexandria and
1. for each passenger five
: n.ile and five pence for every
s of baggage exceeding 14
aveyed in stage.coach. 1Ip
- Hcomee was granted the ex-
<t for the same service.at 8
tzrthings per passenger, and
v for 150 pounds of baggage.
.2tcn in one of his diaries thus
ot his experiences at the
crlviry, “Inattemptingtocmll
.uan, April, 1781, with the
- attached to my ¢hariot, by
* the person who stood before
f the leaders got overboard,
“eut was in swimming water,
- roni theehore. With much
- escaped drowning before
- Jisengaged. Hisstruggling
he others in such & manper
“er another in quick succes.
-1 got overboard, harnessed
71 as they were, and with the
32 1 i B )

ae baving ‘‘semi-eliptical arcnes ecare

| inferior to those of princely London.”

This was erected by Thomas Mason in
1795. Its building was aunthorized by
he general assembly. In a letter
written by George Mason dated 1791, he
makes mention of a ship going ont
from the port laden with tobacco and
another lying at the warehouse toading
with the same commodity. Among
other induatries of the place were ex-

‘tensive-iron works, a furnace and a

foige. The iron was made from a com-
bination of surface or bog ore found
near Colchester and maguetic or meuy-.
tain ore brought down in ‘scows from

the Virginia shore near the Great Falla}

of the Potomac. "Some of the cannon
and round shot used in the battlew of
the revolution were cast there. Burna-
by 1n bis description of the place says

there were two ficur mills and a saw |,

mill. This was in 1739. . The Hénder-
sons and Cockburns were ‘promincai
merchants of the town aga seni. goods

they had imported by coasting vesset
to New York and Philadelphia snd the
rising towns of the South, which ap-
pears by old ledgere still preserved.

Many of their commodites were sent by }-

wagons to the frontier settlements as
far as tho Shenandoah Vailey and be-
yond through the different gaps. The
names of other merchants of Colchester

that we have met with in our re-{

searches are Grayson, Ross, Chapin
Mitchell. Linton, Burnes & Ridgate,
Lindsay, Gurden, Jegifer & Hooe Har!s-

horn & Co., Ferguson-& Gibson, Bay-

ley & Stone, Thompson & Washington,

Stuart & Muscheit, Mick & Ward, El-|,

licott, Campbell & Wheeler, McCrea &
Co:, Harrison, Walker, Hoskins, Skel-
ton, Mason, Carson, Willet, McPher-
son and Belt. S

The star of Colchester which dawned
80 promisingly had reached ite zenith
and was begining to wane before 1800.
Like many another town such -ae
Jamestown and Damfries in Virginia,
and St. Marye and Joppa and Queen
Anne and Charlestown in Maryland for
all of which their projectors doubtless
forecasted ‘‘old walis and bappy days,”
it was corapelled: to vield to the shap-
ings of new conditioas of trade and
traffic, and travel born of tha progress
of invention anddiscovery until its glory
passed away forever. The yield of to-
bacco from the surrounding lands bad
greatly diminished and Alexandris, on
the main river, but a few miles above
with.a situation far better for com-
merce, though bub afew yearsolder. di-
verted its business and completely over
shadowed its growth and existezce.

1n 1809 a great flood swept away the
‘‘grand bridge with its semi-eliptical
arches’’ and filled up the deep channel
of the siream 80 that its navigation was
difSicult and foreign vessels came no
more for cargoes to its docks The
rom works, tanneris:

[
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“lnigten club will encamp at Oc- MEEEECECE s e Ba: ;
“ruweek or ten dayl. Among g‘eeeeee‘:eee‘:‘
- P 1ncipal of the Washington| W | X o :

and others. ) . .
vod, Fredericksburg, and
“.oroul company s fencing In . e

-+ their track.  They recently | ' » $7 ST 8 Pad
+ tridge across the road fn R THE BUSY,‘?

oy EvEncnemx.  - :v . WASHINGT

©t v Reporter in Socioty.
- Tuylnis visiting friends in

Y.

haiene o & TIMELY BARGAI|
Nt on Sty 4 W OUT-OF-TOWN B
1. Lreachman of near Bristow, . . C

"« wesin town Tuesday. _

+ Wenrich has returned from

* Come to Washington for

F. Lyon spent Saturday and|- : + : . - ]
. tlie family of Mr. Geo, F. ~apparel you also save money,

' women appreciate. .

- Camper of Orange, Va., 18]
- Lis brother, Mr. Henry

«. il. Brown, who resides near
. tiis county, was in town on

Speses of Dumfries is vis-|
- ~terin law, Mrs. G. Raymond | *¢

w1 Averel of Orapge, Va., 18
- 7+izlt agent at Camp No.. 1,

s~ and children of Hagers-
< visiting Mrs. Walter B.

= Januwey, a prominent mer-
‘:cecquan, this county, was in
<y B

oo Wycekoff of Fairfax, Va.,
parents, Mr. and Mrs, J. W,
tv oo Sunday.

. Hyason aed her daughter, |- ¥
- 4 have returned from ap
©to the South, )

- = Wiiliams of Mlssissippl,
- IhnSharp Williame, is here
© MrsoJ. B, T. Thernton.

" veand Eoglar of Baltiinnre.
- been visiting Miss Rena.
© ruraed to their Liome last| “ae

- woand Browu of Vienda| W A
-~ 4 livioe visit during the ' far—- iy G - i
St Akers accompanied {. o cuff, the other a plain fly-front coat style;

- ihrinee of Washington,- D, 4 y N -.
-l from a pleasant visit to, WALKING S
. Mrs. Walter M. Baker. o . o . o
oL C by hAk liot of pure IrlshiLinen Skirts.h ~
"t of Hillsbor : with kilts or trimmed ‘with strape at the K
% atimores Ma isnea | o . ovalst sizes 22 o 38. Reduced from -
Moo JoAl Morgan, here| ~ to . - .. oo

- . .

_ . Brilliantine Skirts, black only, with
fyochbusg, travelling |- B hem. - Reduoed from $3.95 and $3.05 to
" 7 liie Southern Railway, -

-,y \Washington, trav- - © White But&en‘ Liven éklrh made
e foubern and M| BE ( inch- hem, lengths 89 to 43-inches;

" ~toppiug at the home of | + inches. Red from $4.00 to . e
f.~- 1 in this place.- oo : .. :

- - -

lred Dollars Rewad.

- tuwards are offered for ) - ly K€ ember our

. ~hull convict and pfuni;h - 'h R m £ N .
. acy violstor of the ith . i ' i
Ut ainia, ot ihe U. & wit its COI'pS 0 experlen

© o! auy regulation or ) : _ L ~ha
- Cibjest of the U o ready to serve you. Purch

© wnof Manassas: $33 . io a
T Manwsas: 833 are sent transportation cha

TLis applies to such irorinia.
i nor ahoe dopaet s, | W dents of Maryland, Virginia
Ares of Maneuvers, or

~tion of the town of | . a:’,aaa:’;’:’a:’:",.
TTV pergon to asslst thej oa - - - ~
.horities dn enfam G g =




carrisge  esoaped «demd
: them. as the wholeof it btpp‘nﬂl
~anming water aud at a distanoe
the shore, providentislly, indeed
+lounly, by the exertions of per-
- who went off in boats and Jumped
“Leniver a8 soon as the batteau
‘ereed into wading water, No
e wWas sustaioed by the boxm.
wv or harness.” The firet Presi-
add just started out that morning
“lount Vernon, eight miles above,
v u friendly tour, the first after

s vtivn, through the Statées of the

It was Dot a very auspicivus
©ong, but a8 he was not & super-

-~ mmun he kept on, according to

caty.u few extracts of which we

t. ~buw his wayas of traveling: .

- veeded on to Dumfries where I
-« alter which I visited and drank
. ~aith my niece, Mrs, Thomas Lée,

- ~th. Set out about 6 o’clock;
-~ un~ted at Stafford Courthouse and

-t my sister Lewis's in Fredericks-

~.turday Yth, dined at an entertain-
1 Ziven by the citizens of the town.
+-»tid and answered an addresa from

-rporaticn.  Sunday, 19th, left
fi-terickburg about 6 o’clock; myself,
<... rJuckson and one servant break-

-t tut Gen. Spotswood’s—tbe rest of

n.v ~ervants continued on to Todd’s or-
: Ziwix where they also breakfasted.
Lincl st Bowling Green, and lodged
1 Nenotr's tavern 14 miles farther, in
alcchoaniles” -

A w.de contrast we perceive between
tze runitive and cumbrous way of a
ciirl magistrate making' his official
r.uiis among his people with coach

-i7viar a century ago and the rapid

ixuri ue waysof transit which he may

== «t his disposal in ovr day and
pe el ion. .

s vears before this experience
Vw.sn.aftun had crossed the Occoquan
by this sawe ferry with his ragged and
Y.ttud army. going down to check-
.. themovements of Lord Cornwallis

‘kiown,

i+lvwn the same way. The troops

' commands were quartered at

... -ter for several davs to recruit

(2 iung march before them, and
. ccmmissary supplies ‘were laid
- :Lestoresund mills of the neigh-

ooty lieutenants had been in-
i by Washingtou, ‘‘to order out
wcal militia to repair the roads
b the troops were to march, and
_ mwm passable for wagons, as the
..o trains of the American forces,
- Infantry, artillery and cavalry
- beef cattle were all to take
1. and Washingtonalso wrote
-.ent citizens of the different
shoods  through which the
+-re to pass '‘as a pleasing
- attention’ to assist theF rench
-ifayette. Rochambesu, Chas-
.= 1 others with their carriages

11 to point. _
tivorge Maron of Gunston
.72+ of the Occoquan ferry after
- nwre abolished for some years
ved for its maintanance and
‘ve two thousand pounds of
-wrually. Davis, the traveler,
iwoted, speaks of a ‘‘grand
..:ch bad supplanted the feexy

General Lafayette also-

the inhabitents with ‘sooupstions gone
migrated to new homes then opaning
everywhere in the great West and the
Allsghanies, and one by one the ware-
houses, stores and ordinaries ceased
their srafo and were closed. Numbers
of those who still remsined fell viotime
it is related of an epidemic of ‘‘pleur-
isy.” . . u

As the years passed new highways
were opened diverting thetide of travel.
In 1815 & drunken woman accidently
set fire on a windy day to some tene- | o
ments. The flames rapidly spreading
left nearly every building of the il
fated town in ruins. Thus the work of
destruotion by floed and pestilence and
fire was complete. The atones, bricks
and -other valuable materisls of these
roios served afterwards to build up
farm house on wueighboring . lands.
The plough-sharo long since turned up
their foundations and the very strests
on which they stood. Of all the teae-
ments but two or three are now remain-
ing. Theee stand ghost-like and for-
lorn in their loneliness, mute but elo-
quent witnesses of a century and more
of passing strange events. One of these
buildings is the old hostelry, known as
the ‘Arms of Fairfax.” . It shows all
over it the marke of age but it is quite
well preserved considering the many
destructive mutations which it has sur-
vived. Under its roof sheltered from
Sime to time many of the foremost ac-
tors in the great struggle which'led to{]
our national indedendence.. In its
rooms were held many meetings of the
Virginia patriots in those stirring days
to consider the grave issues born of the
oppressive - measures of the British par-
lisment. " In -the palmy days of the
town: when the tide of travel surged by’
its door over the old ‘‘Kings Highway'’
from Williamsburg up over the Occo-
quan- and on through the estate of
Mount Vernon to Alexandria snd be

'youd to the Blue Ridge mountdins it

was & hostelry of great repute .anear
and afar. It was theinn wherse the red
‘and ‘yellow lumbering stage ccach al-
ways stopped with its wayfarers. 1t
was tbe place where the politicians of
the sutrounding neighborhood came to
fix up their slates for the coming elec-
tions and where the loungers did con-
gregate to get the ‘‘freshest advices’’
dropped by the passing travelers. The
old weather beaten structure on account
of interesting historic associations
surely deserves that timely care of some
of our patriotic societies which might
make possible its yet long continuance
84 & land mark of the vanished town,

[qonnnimn NEXT WEEK.]

Lynchburg Horse Shdvi_ October 11- i
14, 1904, S
Bouthern Raillway will sell round trip ’
tickets to Lynchburg, Va., from points}
ia Va., including Wasbington, D. C., at §
oue fare plus fifty ceiits sdmission fes, §

October 10, 11, 13, 18, and 14, final re-

taru limit Oct. 16, 1904. e

Reunion Oonfsderate Ve terans..
Lynchburg, Va., 8ept. 14-16,

1904, -

. Bouthern Railway will sell round :r.lﬁ'

tickets to L burg Sept, 13-14 from
o e s
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vicxting game of base ball wu
- 1tund’s ball Aeld bhetween v.

Al one crror.

Vitorney for th: Oollﬁiv‘fn b,
oo T

-

Soldiers Win, -

v~ Uorps, composed of Co. K,
‘vlela marvelous game, allow.
t hits  Hanoon has pitched
“over Nashville team in the
fwie two vears, ago, and will
“~in bis old tithe form. He
¢ the Manassas team when
v strong team from Culpeper

o fu ure.

lutz of the soldiers’ team. wu
“lareof the team excepiing,
The total of the
\luxmssas, 7; Englosers 17
cof the Manassu toeam, wai
!.. I' ¢ Lhome team, gettlng two
o Lits made,

. -

Seeking Trouble,

PVLLN

CoNy . Aug, 20.—Al-
~ompany of sixty.elght men

iy detachment of colored 4

‘tg with 30,000 regulars and
. Uy participate in the manccu-

- tex-us next month, and deaplte
-+t Lits men will be boycotted by
- rimidtiamen, Captain James

t0, said today that he would
p:uper respect - for his -gol-

- Lam to take my turn as off-

S be added I shall see
lers are obeyed by men of

sinds as well as by my own.

il come home alive,” said
o33 1% a mulatto,
Neleeman Exonerated. -
-tization a few days ago &t the
s Custom House by the U, S,
! Ftcamboats resulted in the

- ©tom all blame of Capt. 'J_. o
il und crew in the casel-

< of Thomas Murray, coi-
-'.--L};s ago about two miles
iria. ‘lhe steamer E, J,

ol ‘L'by Capt. Seiecman, it
tememirered, accidentally
‘tau contaiping Murrray
sther men.—Alerandrig

NICOLS HALL . |

day nghi Aug. 26

sturage!

T L NIGHT ONLY)
- i composed of select

~ el U BLU“ n.
oI Clows,
... H. Clows,
-+ v Lohman,
“ Mr Kirk Matthews,

U0 Acres, two  miles

- wid furnish pastarage| -
©omnoenvreing ares, |

Sweeks,

) UEOXGE C Rousp,

ODD TH mos NOT I'OU

msanv & WHI
"~ Diamonds, Watch
Statlonery,-

Sole Agents for the Tiffany
i District of Co

.Alsoa full Hne of plated ware oonlht
Dlahes, Yegetable Dlshu, Bread Trays, _
ware, in fact all the requlsites for table use.
Hall Clooks, French Clocks. and Tra
!pochlly made for convenience and safety.
Crest work, Engraving, Stampiog and
clal attention paid 1o Invitatiohs of all king
-Desiguing and remodelllng old jewelry,
. 0dd and excluslve dealgna in jewelry an
Ask to see the “Browa Betty Teapot,”’ ¢
Repair work of all kinds, No&hing :
_and new pfeces made to order. -Old goid

|
|
|
|
i
i
l © tF Mail orders recolve our peraonal
1
i
LS
B
1
m

tion packagu sent upon request. .

BERRY & W[H]ﬂ_

F and uth btreets,

Pﬁome 16

:Any old de'a
float, but it ¢
live ones to g
-‘stream '

has won its | wa.'

“oal an

WHIIE & RED ASH, SHAMOK

] FROM THE FAMOTUS MINES OF THE 8U

PURE' COAL, WELL SCRENED,

* CUMBERLAND AN

>~ on sale at Shaonon's| -

FINE, DAIRY, TABLE, 6. 4. AN.
- AND AMERICAN, SHIPP
IWORKS OR FROM s
I"ORDERS SOLICITED. -

J. R. ZIMMERM
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GOVENOR MONTAGUE
THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER.

ti.o Unveiling of Groveton #Mon- “and co operation with us to be present on
unment. _ this occasion and help us to wake the
- -ay next, Aug. 30, will be the farty 48y  success. - :
. university of the second battleof |  Verlly, soldiers do possess our land at
- Run, and on that day, at the the present time.” They are on all sides
i Cemetery, will ‘be unvailed ' 80d while we give them, the defenders of
+ 2t erccted to the Confederate sol- |, 0ur land, a hearly welcome and are glad
- were killed in the first and %o have their bright Boyish faces around
~17es of Bull Run. : fus. let us of the Southland turn aside
‘I ntague has promised to bepres- from the hurly burly that prevails and
~.iverznaddress, Mr.8wanson, gives this one day to the memory of the
"I Ushe and several other distin- 8allant boys who died almost half a cen-
- ~peakers have accepted an fnvi- ture ago to defend her, and whose graves
e present. . { bave a rememwbrance so long. .
-« Run Chapter, U. D. C, gives, Crosses of Honor will be conferred upon
“isi invitation to all Confed- fifteen veterans. Come, bring full baskets
un<, the Manassas and 8th ,and spend a dsy neath the shade of the
" r~and all who arein sympathy : trees. - ' - X
° o W
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\L. PROGRAMME]

MOVEMENT OF THE “TWO ARMIES.™

>
BT £
r&.

.1 NOTED THE MANGUVRES,

Ny

1 Ui aRK=0N, CAPT. J. E. HERRELL. Lixvut. Gro. C. ROUND.
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